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SPECIMEN PAPER 2 hours 30 minutes

You must answer on the question paper.

You will need: Individual listening equipment
 Prescribed dictionary

INSTRUCTIONS
 ● Answer all questions.
 ● There are instructions about how to answer the questions, and which language to answer the questions 

in, above each item on the question paper.
 ● You may approach the sections in any order you wish.
 ● Section 1 Listening: you may listen to the passages as many times as you wish on your individual 

listening equipment.
 ● Use a black or dark blue pen.
 ● Write your name, centre number and candidate number in the boxes at the top of the page.
 ● Write your answer to each question in the space provided.
 ● Do not use an erasable pen or correction fluid.
 ● Do not write on any bar codes.

INFORMATION
 ● The total mark for this paper is 60.
 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [  ].
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This specimen paper has been updated for assessments from 2020. The specimen questions and mark 
schemes remain the same. The layout and wording of the front covers have been updated to reflect the 

new Cambridge International branding and to make instructions clearer for candidates.

The specimen paper is for general illustrative purposes. Please see the syllabus for the relevant year of 
the examination for details of the topic areas and Chinese sayings for that year.
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SECTION 1: Listening (20 marks)

You are advised to spend 30 minutes on this section.

Exercise 1 Questions 1–3

Listening Text (a)

Listen to the words and write down the correct pinyin with tones.

1 .............................................................. [1]

2 .............................................................. [1]

3 .............................................................. [1]

 [3 marks]

Exercise 2 Questions 4–6

Listen to Texts (b) and (c) and answer the questions by ticking the correct answer.

Listening Text (b)

4 In order to be healthy, you must make sure you have enough …

A B C [1]

Listening Text (c)

5 Where does the speaker live?

A B C [1]
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6 How does the speaker describe his life?

A relaxing

B boring

C fulfilling [1]

 [3 marks]

Exercise 3 Questions 7–10

Listening Text (d)

Protecting the environment
Listen to Text (d) and answer the following questions in English. You need not write in full 
sentences.

7 Complete the following sentence.

 When addressing environmental protection, we should start with  

...................................................................... and  ....................................................................... [2]

8 Apart from economising on water, what other advice is given for conserving resources?

(i)  ................................................................................................................................................. [1]

(ii)  ................................................................................................................................................ [1]

9 According to the speaker, how can noise pollution be reduced? Mention one way.

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

10 (a) What kind of activity is recommended?

 ..............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Why?

 ..............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 [7 marks]
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Exercise 4 Question 11

Listening Text (e)

From country to city
11 Listen to Text (e) and summarise its content according to the bullet points provided in no 

more than 75 words of continuous English prose.

 • Living in the countryside

 • Living in the city

 [7 marks]

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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SECTION 2: READING (18 marks)

You are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section. Full sentences are not required in the 
comprehension exercises.

Reading Text (a)

Read Text (a), which is about the customs in different countries, and answer the questions.

1

2

3

Glossary:
1  = India
2  = Korea
3  = Bulgaria
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Exercise 1 Question 12

Complete the following sentences with the words in the box.

surprised
respected

difficult
unlucky

not enough
amused
attractive

successful

12 According to the article,

 (a) learning the language of a foreign country is ....................................................................... [1]

 (b) If you pay attention to your foreign friends, you will be ..............................................................
   by their different customs and habits. [1]

 (c) in Central and South America, the colour purple is considered to be 

  ..............................................................  [1]

 (d) in some African countries, women in white are more ..............................................................
 [1]

 [4 marks]

Exercise 2 Questions 13–16

Answer the questions in English.

13 According to the article, what is considered impolite in India?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

14 Name two factors which affect the way Koreans sit at the dinner table.

(i)  ................................................................................................................................................. [1]

(ii)  ................................................................................................................................................ [1]

15 According to the article, what do Bulgarians do?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

16 What is the final piece of advice the article gives?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]
 [5 marks]
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Reading Text (b)

Read Text (b), which is about subjects (professions) that are likely to be popular in the future in 
China, and answer the questions.

1

2

3

Exercise 3 Questions 17–19

Tick the correct option to complete the sentences.

17 According to the text, as living standards go up, people demand …

A a greater variety of medicines.

B improved medical outcomes.

C more highly-trained doctors. [1]
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18 With the development of our society, foreign languages have become …

A an essential tool.

B a gateway to promotion.

C easier to master. [1]

19 Many IT professionals will be required in ......... and internet security.

A national security

B information management

C international operations [1]

 [3 marks]

Exercise 4 Questions 20–22

Answer the questions in English.

20 According to Point 1 of the article, what do people predict will happen to medical provision in the 
future?

(i)  ................................................................................................................................................. [1]

(ii)  ................................................................................................................................................ [1]

21 What change has recently been made in foreign-language provision in Chinese schools?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

22 What three reasons does the article give to explain the growth in the use of internet?

(i)  ................................................................................................................................................. [1]

(ii)  ................................................................................................................................................ [1]

(iii)  ............................................................................................................................................... [1]

 [6 marks]
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SECTION 3: CHINESE SAYINGS (CHENGYU) (6 marks)

You are advised to spend 15 minutes on this section.

Exercise 1 Question 23

23 For each of the following chengyu:

 (i) provide a translation, and

 (ii) add an explanation in English.

Example

 (i) Translation: to pull the shoots to help them grow.

    (ii) Explanation: to spoil something with a desire for quick success.

 (a) 

(i) Translation:  ......................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................  [1]

(ii) Explanation:  .....................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) 

(i) Translation:  ......................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................  [1]

(ii) Explanation:  .....................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (c) 

(i) Translation:  ......................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................  [1]

(ii) Explanation:  .....................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................  [1]

 [6 marks]
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12

9778/02/SP/20© UCLES 2018

SECTION 4: TRANSLATION (16 marks)

You are advised to spend 1 hour on this section.

Exercise 1 Question 24

24 Translate the following passage into English. It is about the importance of reading. Conveying the 
meaning of the passage is more important than literal correctness.

Reading booksReading books

1

 Glossary:

 1  = lonely
 [16 marks]
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